



The Material World

It is important to understand how different the lives of others are compared to ours in the U.S. Each of the posters depicts a typical family in a developing, underdeveloped or developed country. Study each poster and fill in the table. Determine the relative environmental impact (high, medium, low) in each of the countries.
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	Bhutan
	Iceland
	Japan
	Thailand

	Number of people in the family
	
	
	
	

	Fertility rate

(child per family)
	
	
	
	

	Important Material possessions

(use Picture)


	
	
	
	

	Estimated life expectancy for males and females
	
	
	
	

	Dwelling size
	
	
	
	

	Most valued possession
	
	
	
	

	Interesting fact
	
	
	
	

	Educated level for women (school)
	
	
	
	

	Population size
	
	
	
	

	Estimated per capita income


	
	
	
	

	Environmental 

Impact (#1-12)
	
	
	
	


	
	Mongolia
	Mali
	Mexico
	USA

	Number of people in the family


	
	
	
	

	Fertility rate

(child per family)
	
	
	
	

	Important Material possessions

(use Picture)


	
	
	
	

	Estimated life expectancy for males and females


	
	
	
	

	Dwelling size
	
	
	
	

	Most valued possession


	
	
	
	

	Interesting fact
	
	
	
	

	Educated level for women (school)


	
	
	
	

	Population size


	
	
	
	

	Estimated per capita income


	
	
	
	

	Environmental Impact 

(#1-12)
	
	
	
	

	
	Somoa
	Kuwait
	Cuba
	South Africa

	Number of people in the family
	
	
	
	

	Fertility rate

(child per family)
	
	
	
	

	Important Material possessions

(use Picture)


	
	
	
	

	Estimated life expectancy for males and females
	
	
	
	

	Dwelling size
	
	
	
	

	Most valued possession
	
	
	
	

	Interesting fact
	
	
	
	

	Educated level for women (school)
	
	
	
	

	Population size
	
	
	
	

	Estimated per capita income


	
	
	
	

	Environmental Impact 

(#1-12)
	
	
	
	


1. In what country or countries do you think population is growing the fastest? WHY?

2. Give at least two reasons why families in Mali or Somoa would have more than three children.

_____________________________________________________________________

3. What countries would have the greatest problem dealing with solid waste disposal?

4. Which countries would have the greatest problem dealing with desertification?

5. Which countries consume the greatest amount of fossil fuels? _______________

___________________________________________________________________

6 Rank the countries in order of greatest environmental impact, considering the equation used.

#1______________________ 


#7_______________________

#2______________________


#8_______________________

#3______________________


#9_______________________

#4______________________


#10______________________

#5______________________


#11______________________

#6______________________


#12______________________

