Study Guide for Water


Water Supply, Use and Management

1.  What are some of the physical and chemical properties of water?


How do these properties make water unique?



How do they make water essential for life?

2.  What is the water cycle?  What processes drive the water cycle?

3.  What is the difference between groundwater and surface water? Be familiar with the following terms:




infiltration/runoff






aquifer/ water table

4. What is the fate of precipitation?

5. What is desalinization?
What are the barriers to using salt water as a water source?

6. What are the major use categories of water?

7. How is water transported from its source to its use site?  What problems are associated with these practices?

8. What is the largest consumptive use of water in the U S?  What proportion of withdrawals is for domestic uses?

9. What is water conservation?
How can water be conserved in agriculture?
domestic use?  industry and manufacturing?

10. What are wetlands? 
What are some of the functions of wetlands?


Why are we interested in restoring wetlands?


How can wetlands be used to treat wastewater and agricultural runoff?

11. What effects do dams and reservoirs have on the environment?
 Why are some dams being removed?

12. How does urbanization contribute to flooding?
How can this problem be minimized?

13. What is water pollution and water quality?

14. What are some examples of water pollutants?

15. What standards have been established to measure water quality?
Who establishes these standards?

16. How is water quality monitored?


