Design a Lab

You need to find a partner.  You and your partner’s job are to make observations in the outdoor classroom.  Your tools for today are a one meter square zone in which you are making your observations, a handheld lens, soil testing kit, a tongue depressor, and a Petri dish.  You will need to move decaying matter and soil around to make good observations.  Use your magnifier also.  You can collect living specimens, but you cannot harm the specimen and you must release when you complete your observation.  Record the following information:

1) All biotic factors in your area.

2) All abiotic factors in your area.

3) The population of each organism.
4) The community within your area.

5) Make a food web for the different organisms.

6) How is each organism influenced by the abiotic factors.

Once you have made your observations, I want you to design a lab in which you will be test something.  You now have an observation, now do some research for homework and form a hypothesis which can be tested.  This can be a long-term or short-term experiment.    
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